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Devoted to the mission of, ‘‘pro-

moting the provision of high quality, 
comprehensive and affordable health 
care that is coordinated, culturally and 
linguistically competent, and commu-
nity directed for all medically under-
served populations,’’ the NACHC helps 
educate Americans on the importance 
of health care. The NACHC also pro-
vides health centers with a unified 
voice and a common source for re-
search, information, training, and ad-
vocacy. 

Maine currently has 19 organizations 
that run 135 health center sites. The 19 
federally-funded health center organi-
zations in Maine serve 184,546 patients, 
17.8 percent of whom are uninsured, 
and create over 200 jobs. Mr. President, 
89 percent of people relying on these 
centers live in extremely rural areas of 
the State. These Mainers would not be 
able to access adequate health care 
services if these sites did not exist. The 
work that has been done in Maine con-
tinues to help the State become 
healthier and smarter. 

The theme for this year’s National 
Health Center Week is ‘‘America’s 
Health Centers: Celebrating Our Leg-
acy, Shaping Our Future.’’ This theme 
showcases the numerous ways in which 
America’s health centers are driving 
and empowering healthier commu-
nities and Americans. With more than 
9,000 delivery sites throughout the Na-
tion, health centers employ hundreds 
of thousands of individuals nationally 
which, in turn, powers local economies. 

During the National Health Center 
Week, health centers in all 50 States 
will be hosting a variety of public 
events to highlight their work in local 
communities and to honor the elected 
officials who have supported the work 
of the health centers. I would like to 
join the National Association of Com-
munity Health Centers in highlighting 
the success that has been demonstrated 
over the last 50 years by local health 
centers throughout the Nation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID ALLEN 
WALKER 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize David Walker of Fenton, 
MI, as he nears the end of his term as 
the 110th chairman of the Independent 
Insurance Agents & Brokers of Amer-
ica, also known as the Big ‘‘I.’’ Mr. 
Walker was installed as chairman of 
the Big ‘‘I’’ in September 2014, and has 
been a strong and thoughtful leader for 
independent insurance agents across 
the country throughout his term. 

Mr. Walker is president of the Hart-
land Insurance Agency which is 
headquartered in Hartland, MI. 
Throughout his career, he has been an 
active leader at both the State and na-
tional level. He previously served as 
president of the Michigan Association 
of Independent Agents, president of the 
Genesee County of Independent Agents, 
and as the Michigan director on the 
Big ‘‘I’’ national board. 

Mr. Walker has also held numerous 
leadership positions within the Michi-

gan Association of Insurance Agents, 
including chairman of the education 
committee and as a member of the 
Michigan Legislative Affairs Com-
mittee. In all his roles, David has 
sought to promote an environment 
where independent insurance agents in 
Michigan and across the country can 
thrive by providing excellent customer 
service. 

As I recognize Mr. Walker, I would 
also like to acknowledge his active in-
volvement in his community. He has 
served on the board of directors for the 
Hartland Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr. Walker has also worked as a trust-
ee and president of the Fenton Area 
Public Schools. He currently serves as 
a Tyrone Township trustee and sits on 
the board of the Michigan Basic Prop-
erty Association. He is also a founding 
member of the Hartland Rotary. 

I am pleased to join Mr. Walker’s col-
leagues from across Michigan and the 
United States in congratulating him as 
he finishes his term as chairman of the 
Big ‘‘I.’’ I, along with his family and 
friends, appreciate all that he has ac-
complished.∑ 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF OREGON 
STATE UNIVERSITY HATFIELD 
MARINE SCIENCE CENTER 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am a 
firm believer in the power of higher 
education. It is our Nation’s responsi-
bility to honor the institutions that 
consistently provide America’s youth 
with the skills necessary to make our 
country a better place. I am thrilled to 
recognize the achievements of Oregon 
State University’s Hatfield Marine 
Science Center, on its 50th anniversary 
as a center for marine studies. 

Over the last half-century, thanks in 
large part to early collaboration with 
the National Oceanographic and At-
mospheric Administration, the Hat-
field Center has served students from 
community college to post-doctoral 
candidates. In addition to providing 
educational opportunities, the Hatfield 
Center works closely with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to research 
the most pressing environmental issues 
of our generation. As climate change 
and sustainability increasingly impact 
our Nation’s agriculture and energy 
policies, Oregonians can take comfort 
in knowing that OSU’s Marine Science 
Center has the technology and partner-
ships necessary to spearhead State, na-
tional and global initiatives. 

It always amazes me how quickly 
novel ideas transform into success sto-
ries. Since its establishment in 1965, 
the Hatfield Marine Science Center has 
worked extensively with the colleges of 
Oregon State University and various 
State and Federal agencies to produce 
seawater systems, experimental wet 
labs, and other programs that have at-
tracted some of the Nation’s top sci-
entific minds. It gives me great pleas-
ure to say that the Hatfield Marine 
Science Center is home to the Coastal 
Oregon Marine Experiment Station—a 

program recognized internationally for 
its innovative approach to the study of 
marine mammals. 

I am particularly excited to witness 
the results of OSU’s world-class Marine 
Studies Initiative. In addition to the 
construction of a top-notch research 
and teaching facility, the Marine Stud-
ies Initiative will offer students the op-
portunity to see how marine studies 
intersects with the other elements of a 
liberal arts education. Thousands of 
young adults, as well as experienced 
professionals, will gain a greater appre-
ciation for the role of business, govern-
ment, and big data in the world of ma-
rine studies. The addition of an under-
graduate degree program in marine 
studies, projected to attract 500 stu-
dents in-residence to Newport by 2025, 
will yield tremendous partnerships in 
the years ahead. The Federal Area Re-
development Administration must be 
incredibly proud of the intellectual 
profit that its $960,000 investment has 
produced. 

The future of our planet depends 
upon unique and innovative approaches 
to the environmental challenges of our 
era. Higher education is an integral 
part of the solution. But more specifi-
cally, interdisciplinary programs that 
promote awareness of agricultural, en-
ergy, and oceanic issues, and that si-
multaneously connect the environment 
to the liberal arts, are a key to build-
ing the training necessary to solve im-
minent problems. I could not be 
prouder of what OSU’s Hatfield Marine 
Science Center means for our State, 
our Nation, and for the world.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REBECCA ACKERMAN 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Rebecca Ackerman, a 2015 
summer intern in my Jacksonville of-
fice, for all of the hard work she has 
done for me, my staff, and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Rebecca is a student at the Univer-
sity South Carolina, where she is ma-
joring in international studies. She is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Rebecca for all the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL ALMEIDA 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Daniel Almeida, a 2015 sum-
mer intern in my Miami office, for all 
of the hard work he has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Daniel is a student at the University 
of Edinburgh, where he is majoring in 
philosophy and politics. He is a dedi-
cated and diligent worker who has been 
devoted to getting the most out of his 
internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Daniel for all the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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